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PANAMA SITUATION REPORT (AS OF 12:82 AM EDD) '

1. THE CURFEW IMPOSED BY THE NATIONAL GUARD PROVED EFFECTIVE
LAST NIGHT AND NO VIOLENCE HAS BEEN REPORTED. ‘ _

2. ARNULFO ARIAS REMAINS IN THE CANAL ZOME. HE IS REPORTED TO
BE OPTIMISTIC THAT THINGS WOULD TURN OUT ALL RIGHT FOR HIM IN THE
END. ARIAS CONSIDERS TIME TO BE IN HIS FAVOR AND EXPECTS RESISTANCE
TO THE MILITARY JUNTA TO START DEVELOPING ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT ORDERED
HIS FOLLOWERS TO TAXE ANY VIOLENT ACTION. NO FIRY INFORMATION IS YET
AVAILABLE, BUT THERE ARE. INDICATIONS THAT ARIAS' FOLLOWERSM
ARE PLANNING TO TAKE SOME ACTION AGAINST THE NATIONAL GUARD WITHIN THE
NEXT 24 HOURS. .
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5. LEADERS OF THE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS UNION MET YESTERQA?

THE STUDENTS ARE WAITING FOR LEADERS OF ARIAS’

{ A PARTY TO DECIDE ON WHAT ACTION TO TAKE. THE STUDENTS
ARE AFRAID THAT THEY MIGHT GET CAUGHT IN A CONFRONTATION WITH THE
GUARD WITHOUT SUPPORT FROM OTHER GROUPS.

4. COMMUNIST STUDENTS PUBLISHED A MANIFESTO YESTERDAY
FULLY OPPOSING THE MILITARY COUP. THEY CALLED ON ALL CIVIC
ORGANIZATIONS TO MAXE PRONOUNCEMENTS AGAINST THE MILITARY
TAKEOVER. THE STUDENTS HAVE STOCKPILED FOOD AT THE UNIVERSITY
SINCE THEY BELIEVE THAT THE GUARD IS LIKELY TO TAKE SOME
ACTION AGAINST THEM,

5. THE COUNTRY"S NEW LEADERS CONTINUE TRYING TO PUT
TOGETHER A GOVERNMENT THAT RETAINS SOME ELEMENTS OF CONSTITUTIONAL
CONTINUITY. ARNULFO ARIAS" FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT, RAUL ARANGO,
MAINTAINS, HOWEVER, THAT HE WILL NOT ACCEPT THE PQWSIDENFY UNLESS
AR IAS VOLUJTARILY RESIGNS, THE SECOXD VICE-PREISIDENT, JOSE D.
BAZAN, HAS ALSO BZIEN APPROACHED ON MIS WILLINGNESS TO BECOHE
PRESIDENT. BASAN, AN EFFECTIVE POLITICIAN WITH POPULAR SUPPORT
‘IN THE CITY OF COLON, HAS NOT REJECTED THE OVERTURES AWND IS
SOUNDING CUT HIS5 POLITICAL ASSOCIATES ON THE QUESTIOWN.

6. RUMORS OF CENERAL STRIKE TO BE CALLED ON MONDAY
HAVE NOT BEEN CONFIRMED.
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